PURSUANT TO NOTICE, THE QUARTERLY MEETING OF THE CONNECTICUT RIVER VALLEY FLOOD

CONTROL COM

MISSSION was held at the Connecticut River Conservancy conference room at 15 Bank Row in

Greenfield, MA on March 9, 2018.

COMMISSIONERS PRESENT:

Connecticut

Commissioner Denise Ruzicka
Commissioner Jason Bowsza (proxy)
Commissioner Richard Sherman (via phone)

Massachusetts Commissioner Mike Misslin (via phone)

New Hampshi
Vermont

Also attending:

Commissioner Carl Gustafson (via phone)
re Commissioner Robert Kline (via phone)
Commissioner Linda Tanner (via phone)
Commissioner Evan Hammond (proxy)
Commissioner Gary Moore (proxy)

Angela Chaffee — Administrator for the Commission.

1. Denise
line.

Ruzicka, Chair, called the meeting to order. Roll call of who is on conference

2. Public Comment — Denise mentioned the wonderful news article about Tim O’Connor,
recently deceased Commissioner. Denise proposed making the article part of the official

records

and note his service to the Commission. Vote by acclamation approves.

3. Old Business

a.

b.

Commission reviewed December 1, 2017 meeting minutes. No vote to approve
due to lack of quorum.

NH: Linda Tanner spoke with Governor’s assistant about vacancy. Looking for
someone from the region who is interested. Linda will check on her
reappointment. MA: No response from the letter to Governor urging prompt
appointments. Not great deal of interest. Mike will suggest candidate from DCR.
CT: All set. Denise Ruzicka is being reappointed. VT: no update.

All states have paid their annual administrative support payments. Linda reports
that NH is not interested in increasing administrative support payments. Linda
will follow up and suggests sending a letter to the state from the Commission.
We expect a response from the district engineer in Concord. Suggested to send
polite letter requesting a response. Mike will touch base with Frank Fedele of
USACOE. Angela & Denise will check to see if the original letter went to
USACOE and if not, will send.

4. New Business

a.
b.

c

CRC invoice paid via standing motion.

Discussion of field trip/tour/lunch for June meeting. Suggestion to visit
Townshend and Ball Mountain dams to see sedimentation issues, recent
maintenance, and hydroelectric modifications. Mike will call USACOE to set up
field trip.

Other New Business — none

5. Public Comment — none
6. Meeting adjourn.






E O’Connor

all came to honor the memory of
(’Connor, the first Democrat to
wield the gavel in Montpelier in
more than a century,

The last two Democratic gov- s

ernors — Howard Dean and
Peter Shumlin — were there, too,
with Dean and former Attorney
General Bill Sorrell sitting with
the O’Connor family: his wife,
Martha, and his children, Kate,
Kevin, and Kerry. It was another

sign of how much influgnce Tim
O’Connor and his famdy had
on the Democratic Party in his
lifetime, o

Staie and Iocal officials past
and present, civic leaders, and
friends from all over Vermont
and beyond filled the church io
ovetﬂowmg for a funeral Mass. .

A good deal of laughter broke
through the solemmty

“My dad is loving this,” sald
his daughter, Kate, as she and
her siblings offered their memo-
ries of their father.

“When we were growing up,”
she said, “we had a sailboat he
called the Red Baron, which
meant a lot of time upside down
in the water with my dad as the
captain. He was a little high-tech

and never could un-
derstand that the World Wide
Web meant he could check his
email from anywhere. He always
wanted the tallest Christmas
iree in the forest, which usually
meant the one he brought home
was 100 big for the living room,”

Speaking of Chrisimas, Kate
talked about the many inflatable
Christmas decorations in the
yard of her father’s Oak Street
home — 80 numerous that “the

FROM SECTION FRONT

neighbors [would] have to wear
su

ewasmtocpmpoatmgand

“loved to'dnve hun cmy by
mtenuonﬂly pumng xecydmg
items into the

spoke of the sight of seeing hls

beloved cat, Valentino, “sit in

the chair next to Dad and help
baseball,

TV,
Kembmughtdownthehouse
with a simple gesture,

“People occasionally tell me,
“You remind me of your father,”™

he said. As he untied his pony-
his shoulders, he said, “It must
be the hair.”

He spoke of the last moments
of his father’s life, as family mem-
bers were gathered around his
bed at Dartmouth-Hitchcock
Medical Center as the sun was

breaking through the overcast
and a CD of the Irish Tenors
singing “How Are Things in
Glocea Morra?” played.

Ti ‘nelanonshxp with fam-

“We surrounded our father
and ‘told him we were  here,. and-

“we love you, and we thank you,
_and don’t worry, we remember

eve.rythmg you told us, said
Kevin.:

But, it that moment, Kevm
said a loud complaint about the
scratchiness of the- hospital’s
facial tissue dissolved the com-
posed and selemn farewell“into.
_child-like: laughter, then tears,
then more chlldhke laughter,

youngest Chlld,
s‘»remarks about

ﬁmt-name basls with almost e§-

: eryone in Ireland,” he said.

He said O’Connor dehghtéd

s “in being Irish, in being Catholic,
and in being a Democrat,” tgq:

parmtthat’[hshealthwasbe-

ginning to seriously deteriorate.”
In recent weeks, O’Connor

¢ had been hospitalized at

se  Dartmouth-Hitchcock Medical

: Ceute:, and Shgohan said the
~ medical team tmphed that if

“In thetmdst of tl'us conver-
sation, Tim said to Martha and

Kevin and Kerry and Kate, ‘T've
lived 81 years, and I’ve lived a
good life, and I am very, very
graieful.’

“It was in this frame of mind
and heart that on last Tuesday,
Tim took his last breath.”

The Mass ended, at Tim’s re-
quest, with a chorus of “When
Irish Eyes Are Smiling,” sung
by everyone in the church. It
was followed by a long and lov-
ing ovation.

Only after everyone deparied
the church and started the short
walk up the hill to the Elks’
Club for the post-funeral recep-
tion, did Tim’s caskét leave Sti
Michael’s — as quietly and un-
obtrusively as it entered. "

Laughter, song, stories, and -
not much of a fuss about him.

It was definitely the exit he
wanted.
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